	Scrutiny of documents coming from the European Union and monitoring compliance with the principle of subsidiarity

	Date
	Responsible body or unit
	Description of the procedure

	Receipt of a document 
	Transmitted to the Bundesrat by the Commission or Council

	Direct transmission of proposals for legislation from the Commission or Council pursuant to Article 4 of Protocol No. 2 to the Treaty of Lisbon 


	
	or by the Federal Government 
	Information provided on all EU proposals pursuant to § 2 EUZBLG (Law on Cooperation between the Federal Government and the Länder in Matters concerning the European Union)


	
	Documents received by the Bureau of the EU Committee 

	

	Immediately after receipt of a document 
	President of the Bundesrat refers the matter to the Secretary General of the Bundesrat, who refers it to the Bureau of the EU Committee
	Selection of the proposals to be examined by the Bundesrat.

The federal states may at any time demand that further proposals be examined.  



	
	Parliamentary Service
	Contacts committees to ascertain which committees should be involved in deliberations on the proposals.

EU Committee always lead committee.

Offprint as Bundesrat Official Document of proposals selected with indication of committee referrals 



	Date
	Responsible body or unit
	Description of the procedure

	Two weeks before the plenary session 
	Lead EU Committee and other sector-specific committees involved in deliberations 


	Sector-specific committees scrutinise proposals from the perspective of each committee’s specialized policy area.

EU Committee deliberates on the basis of the recommendations from the sector-specific committees and scrutinises the proposal in particular from the perspective of policy on EU integration.
All committees involved also always scrutinise whether the proposal is compatible with the subsidiarity principle. One or more committees may recommend that the plenary adopt a Reasoned Opinion on breach of the subsidiarity principle.  



	
	Secretary of the lead 

EU Committee
	Compiles all committee recommendations into a document that indicates any conflicting opinions.

The plenary decides on the basis of this document. 

	
	Plenary
	Adopts Opinions on EU proposals by deciding on recommendations from the committees. Adopts Resolutions on Reasoned Opinions pertaining to breach of the subsidiarity principle.



	
	Chamber of European Affairs
	Decides in lieu of the plenary in urgent cases.




	Date
	Responsible body or unit
	Description of the procedure

	
	President of the Bundesrat
	Transmits Reasoned Opinions on breach of the subsidiarity principle to the Presidents of the EU institutions 

	
	
	Offprint as Official Documents of all Resolutions from the plenary or the Chamber of European Affairs and upload to the Bundesrat website.



3

